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At the first, Sin^ aa the breacJi of God's com- 
r Qumclf separated man from God, and ever siiice 
llbe ftoul rt»m*iin8 Hiiturally remote from Him, It 
U under a sense of exile, pi-ouoimced l>y the jus- 
tice of Go<i— banLnhment from Him who is the 
^ht and tlie life of the soul, as the eool it^LT u 
the body. 

But Mercy's voice h h«aid— ** Return, repent, 
nd live." The Apostle «ay8, ** Ye who were for 
aj^ miitle idgh by the blood of Christ" Bi^t 
it is impoasihk for the soid^ led ciiptive by sia, to 
break it^ chainiiy and return by itaelf. Nothing 



but the power of Christ can effect this— can bring 
home a heart to God, Common mercies are little 
thoi^ht of— the judgments of God without the _ 
power of Christ, spoken of, will not do it. Neither ■ 
the works, nor the word sounding daily in his 
ear, Return, return I cause the soul to see the 
hand of God lifted iip, laa. xxvi. IL 

How many are there who, in their own particu- 
lar* or in their families, ha^e been sharjdy lashed 
by divers scourges, and yet are never a whit the 
nearer God for it all — their hearts have proved as 
earthly and vain as ever. Only a divine virtue 
going forth from Christ, " lifted up, draws men " 
unto liiTTi — and being come unto him, He brings 
them unto the Father. 

Before He ascended up on high, He promised 
to send the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, to con- 
vince of aiuj and guide into all truth. It is His 
blessed work to himible and contrite the soul he- 
fore the Lonl, in a deep feeling of its ainful and 
ahenated condition ; and in proportion to the 
depth of this conviction, will be its estimate of 
the value of that redemption which Christ has 
purchased for us, and the gratitude with which, 
in faith, it will accept the offers of His love and 
mercy. ** For Christ also hath once suffered for 
©ins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring 
US to God." But this message of pardoning love^ 
entkely free and unmerited as it is^ and so pre- 
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fdoiiA to the broken-hearted believer, wlio leek lie 
fhm no other refuge, ia not calculated to quiet the 
aner in his sins. The Spirit that qiiickens in 
■ the beginning, is the eanie that carries on the 
llieart-oleansing work. **If any man be in Christ, 
lie Ls a new creature j old things are passed away, 
n>eh(jld aU things have become new/' You who 
l^echire yourselvea to be strangers to God, by liv- 
tig far off fiom liini, do not continue to abuije 
elves so grossly. Can you think imy con- 
tion yours that arbes trotn thti ^iifl'eringa of | 
liriat, while it is evident their end m not iiccom- 
flished, they have not brought you to God? 
lath He purchased you a liberty to ain ? or ib it 
pot deliverance from nn, which alone is trw 
ty ? the thing He aimed at, and agreed for, 
:id laid down Hi.s lile for. 

Shall any man ofl'er to bear the nanie of Chris- 

, who placcis hini.^tH" in the way of sin, and 

delight and sport hinjRclf in it» when he eon- 

iiler.^ tins, that ** Christ autfereii fur sin / " You 

rho Mill account (hat ?weet which he found fio 

fitter, and account tJuit light which was heavy to 

ILrn, and nuulc Hb soul exceeding sormwful, 

ven unto death, you are yet far fnjui Him. If 

Dtl were tn Hiiu, and one vdik Hini, thei-e would 

Bome bamiony of your hearts with His, and 

Bomc syuipathy with those Bufleringa euduretl by 

your Lord for yoiu This nuikea the real Chra«- 

B % 




tiaa an avowed enemy to dn. He may be sur- 
priaed by it, Lot there is no possibility of recon- 
cilement between them. 

Christ bath, by Hia blood, opened np our way 
to God, and yet vfe refuse to make use of iL 
Oh, how few come in ! Tliose who are l>rought 
unto God, and received into finentUhip with Him, 
entertain tliat friendehip — delight to draw near to 
Him — love to be much with Him. Is it so with 
ua ? By being eo near, they become more like 
imto Him, know His will better every day, and 
grow more comformable to it. 

Some of those who liavt felt the drawing influ- 
ence of His Spirit, who was lifted up for their 
sakes, and been braug]it nigh rnito G^xl, may be 
neglecting bo sweet a privilege. They can com- 
ply and be U^o friendly with a vain Worlds can 
pass many days without a lively coinmimion with 
Go<l, not aspiring to an increase of that as the 
thing our Lord hath pnrebased for us, and that 
wherein all our ba^Hnesa and welfare He, here 
and hereafter. Your hearts are cleaving to folly 
^you are not delighting yourselves in the Lord, 
not refreshed with this nearness to Him ; your 
thoughts are not often on it, nor is it your study 
to walk conformably to it. Oh, endeavour that 
it may be thus with you I The true life of a 
Christian is to eye Christ iu every step of his 
life, both as his rule and as his strength ; looking 
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m as his pattern, ^ 
ing, and diuwing power 
Hirough l>olh. 

Hi« wliolti life is a steady aiming at conformity 
vdth Chjiet ; so that therfe can he no argument so 
apposite and petsliaaive aa tliia example, and hO 
exercise of obedience^ either active or passive, eo I 
difficult, but the view and cont^E'nipktioTi of that 
exmujilci will powerfully fiweetun it, for ** Clxriat 
mleo suffered/* 

** No temptation has befallen yoUj but what 
ifl common to men." If we trace the lives of the 
most eminent saints, shall we not find every nota* 
le step that is recorded marked with a new 
efoss^ ohe trouble following on another, m the 
Waves of the sea do ? Is not this manifest in the 
life of Abmham, and Jacob, and others t Why, 
then, dream of exemption ? Would any one have 
a new untrodden way cut for hi to, free of thorns, 

strewed with tlowers all along? Doet* he 
to meet mth no contradictions, nor hard 
meagure from the world, or imagine that there 
may be such a dext^^rity necessary as to keep its 
irood w^ill, and tlie friendsliip of God too ? Tljja 
II not be; all that will 'Mive godly in Christ j 
[Jeeujs shall suffer persecution," 3 Tim. liL 
This is the path to the kingdom, that wliich 
the sons of God, the heirs of it, have gone 
«vcn Christ ; according to that well-known wc 
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*^ One eon without sin, but not one witliout 6 
ing *'— *' Christ also suffered," 

Then let us learn to consider more deeply, and i 
esteem more highly, Olmst and His mffertjigs; to 
silence our grmiibling at our i>etty, light crofiaefl,-] 
for so they ai^ in compariaon of Hia, 

Art thou mean in thy hirth and life, deBpised, 
niijyudged, or reviled, on all hands ? Look how _ 
it was with Him, who had more right than thou m 
hast, to better entertainment in the world. Thou 
wilt not deny it was Ilk oivn ; it waa made by 
Ilimj and He was in it, and it knew Hixu not* 
Ale thy friends harsh to thee ? He came unto 
Hia own, and His o^vn received him not. Haat 
thou a mean cott^ige, or ha&t thou no dwelling, 
and art thou ever}^ way poor, and ill accommo- 
dated ? He waa aa poor aa thou canat be, and had 
not where to lay HiE head ; worse provided than 
the hi nl 3 and foxes. But, then, consider to whut 
a height Urn snfferings rose in the end ; that most 
remarkable part of them meant by His once 
suffering for eina. Scourged, buffeted, imd spit 
npon, He endured all He gave hia back to the 
smiters ] and then, as the aame prophet hath it, 
He Wiia numbered among the transgi^essors. 
\^^lile hanging Ijctween two tliieves, they that 
passed by wagged theii heads, and ac^ffing, said, 
** He saved others, liijuftelt" he cannot save," He 
endured the cross, and despised the shame. 
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Tims we see the outmU of His Buffering. But 
the Christian is subject to grievous temptations 
and 8ad ilesertioBfl ; but even here the same argu- 
ment hohb? : for our Saviour ia not unacquainted 
with, or ignorant of Xhrnn^ though still without 
#tn. If any of ilmt bad been in IVm suiferinga, 
it had undone all our comforts in Hon — but 
tempted He was, and the temptations were tem- 
ble, as jou know. And wa^i there not some 
stroiig conflict, when He fell dowTi and prayed, in 
the garden, and sweat drops of blood / Was there 

►t an awful eclipse, when He cried out on the 
.©roas, " My God, my God, why hast thou fortsaken 
me t ** So that even in them we may apply thia 
comfort, and stay our souls on Him, and go to 
Him as a compassionate high priest ** For Christ 
also suffered," Heb. iv. 15. 

The Apostle having spoken of the sufferings of 
Christ and the utmost point of it,— " put to death 
in the fleeh/* adds thii*, '* quickened by the Spirit." 
This is at onee the strongest engagement, and the 
Btmngest encouragement. Was He, our Head, 
crowned with thorns, and shall the bcMiy look for 
garlands ? Are we redeemetl from btll and am- 
demnation by Him, and win any such refuse any 
•ervice He calls them U\ I They who are washe 
in the Lamb's bloo<l, will ** follow Him whither- 
soever He goes,** and following Him through, they 
shall find their joume/a end overpay all the 
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troubles and autferiiigs of tlie way, " These ^e 
the J," said the elder wlio appeared in vision to 
John, "who came out of great tribulation ;^* yea^ 
they cmne out ofiij and gloriously too, arrayed in 
wMte robesj wuslied in the blocd of Him " who, 
through the eternal Si>irit, offered Mimself with- 
out s|K>t unto God. 

He was put to death in the flesh, indeed, bnt 
quickened by the Spiiit. He burst the confines 
of the grave, becauf5e it was not possible He should 
be holden of IL They thought all was sure, they 
hacl rolled to the stone, and sealed it. It appeared 
a done business to them, and very complete in 
His enemies' eyeii, and very desperate to his 
friendB, His poor disciples, and followers. Were 
they not near tlie point of giving over when they 
saidj " This is the third diiy,'' &c., " and we trusted 
that it had been He which shouJd have redeemed 
Israel?" Luke xxiv, 21. And yet Me wm then 
with them, who was indeed the deliverer and sal- 
vation of IsKieh That rcjlling of the stone to the 
ave was as if they had rolled it towards the 
Bt in the nightj to stop the rising of the sun the 
ext morning : much further above all their 
watches and their power w^as this Snn of right- 
eouaness in His rising again. That body that 
was entombed was imited to the spring of life : 
the Divine Spirit of the Godhead that quick- 
ened it. 
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Thus the Clmrchi which ifi likewise His bMy, 
when it «ct jujs undone — when it is biwight to the 
lowest po&tiire and state — yet hy virtue of that 
mystical union with Jesiia Christ, shall be pre- 
servefl from destruction, and shall he delivered 
and raisal in due time. Yea, as He wos nearest 
Hia exaltation in the lowest step of His humilia- 
tion, «o it is with Hifl Church : when tilings are 
brought to the moat hapless appeoiunce, then ahall 
light arise out of darkness. 

Therefore, aa we ought to seek a more himihla 
FenBe of Zion^s distresa, bo we Bhould ako lie soli-J 
citous not to let go thia hope, that her mighty 
Lord will in the end he glorious in her deliver- 
ance ; and that all her sufferings and low eatiite 
phall he as a dark ground to set off the lustre of 
Ler restoration when the Lord shall visit her with 
ition ; as, in the rising of Jesus ClmHt, His 
t>^ power and Deity were more manifested 
than if He had not died. And, thereiore, we may 
my confidently with the Psahuist to his Loixl : 
^Thoti, who hast showed me great and sore 
. tnniblea shalt quicken me again, and shalt bring 
fae up again from the depths of the earth ; ThoU 
timlt increa^ my gpeatness^ and comfort me un 
every side/* YeJi, the Church comes more beau- 
tiful out of the deejiest distress ; let it be over- 
whelmed with waves, yet it sinks not, but rises 
up aa only washed. And^ in this coii^dence» we 
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ongbt to rejoice even in tlie midst of our soitowb j 
and thongli we live not to see them, yet in behold- 
ing afar off, to be gladdened witH tlie great things 
the Lord will do for his Church in the latter 
timea. He will certain] j ** make bare His holy 
arm in the eyes of the nations, and all the ends of 
the ea.rth shall see the salvation of onr God." 
Isa. hii* 10. 

Thuj may a believing bouI at the lowest, when 
to its own sense it is given over nnto death, and 
swallowed np of it as it were in hell, yet look up 
to this Bivine power. He whose soiil was not 
left there will not leave thine there. Yea, when 
thon art most snnk to thy sad apprehensions, and ^ 
far off to thy thinking^ then He is nearest to raiae ■ 
and comfort thee, as sometunes it grows darker ■ 
immediately before day. Rest on Hie power and 
goodness, which never faileth any who did so. 
It is He, as David says, "who lifts up the 
fionl from the gates of death," Psa. ix, 13. 
" Casting all thy care npon Himj for He careth 
for thee.^ 

In thy weH-regnlated affairs and desires there 
is a diligent care and study of thy duty ; this Me 
lays on thee. There is a care of support in the 
work, and of the success of it ; this thou onghtest 
to lay on Him. And this is the way to walk con- 
tentedly and cheerfully homewards, leaning and 
re^tjtjg all the way on Him who is both our guide 
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and our strengtb, who hath us and all our goods 
ilk His gracious hand. The care of duty thus 
carried, is small and light^ doth not cut and divide 
the mind. It ia united and gathered in God, and 
rests there, and walks in Hia hand all the way. 
He bear» the weight of all our works, and works 
them in us and for us, and herein He ordains 
peace for us, If thou wouldst shake oif the yoke 
of obedience, thou art likewise to he shaken off 
thyself ; but, if in humble diligence in the ways 
of God thou walk on in Ms strength, there is 
nothing that concerns thee and thy work but He 
will take the charge and care of, thyself, and all 
thine interests. Art thou troubled with fears, 
enemies, and snares? Untrouble thyself of that, 
for He is with thee. He hath promised to lead 
thee in a straight and safe path, and to rebuke all 
thine enemies ; to subdue thine iniiiuities for 
thee, and to fight against those that fight against 
thee ; yea, when thou passest through the waters 
and through the fire, He will be with thee. Dofcii 

^ thine own weakness discoiirage thee ] Hath He 
tiot engaged for that too ? So lay over that care 

'upon Him. Hath He not spoken of strengthening 
the weak hands and feeble knees, and stud, that 
** the lame fihidl leap as an htirt f And know, 
the more tender and weak thou art, the more 
tender He is over tlieOj and the more strong will 

I Ue be in thee. He feeds His flock like a shepherd^ 
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and the weakest He is tlie most careftil of—Qi^f 
&rG carried in His ^irmn and in His bosom, and it 
is easy for the f(*tl>]est to go so. "Ca^t tliy 
burden upon the Loixi, and He sliall sustain thee." 
Tlie cliild of GckI 1ms the oidy sweet life, thougli 
the world thinks not so. He kys his affairs on 
God, and so hath no pressing care — no care but 
the care of love ; how to please, how to hononr, 
his Lord. " Be careful for nothings but in everr- 
thing, by prayer and supplication, ivitli thanlts- 
givinc^, let your requests be made known unto 
God ; and the peace of God, wliich passeth all 
niiderstanding, shall keep your liearts and inindB 
through Christ Jesus/* 

The go<lly are much wanting to theraselves 
when they do not improve this their pri village. 
They too often forget this their sweet way, aiid 
fret themselves to no purijose. They wrestle with 
their bimlena themselveSj instead of rolJing tbeiii 
on God, and thuB disobey and dishonour biro ; 
they find the griefs retnni on themselves, tmd yetP 
will not learn to be wise. Why deal we thus mtli 
our God and our souls, grieving both at one© 
Let it never be, that for any outward thing thou 
perplex thyself, and ravel thy thoughts aa in 
LthicketSi with the ciire« of this life. Oh, how un- 
rifnitable to a child of God, for whom a life so far 
more excellent is provided ! Huth He prepai 
a kingdom for thee, and will He not l>estow th; 
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^ charges in the way to it ? He knoweth you have 
. of these tMngB. Seek not vain things, nor 
Ttat tilings ; for these, it is Hkdy, are not lit for 
hee ; hut seek what is nee<ifiLl and convenient in 
lis judgment, and refer thystilf to tliftt. 
Then, a* for thy spiritiiiil est4ite, lay over upon 
[God the care of that too. Be not so much in 
bomy questioning, doubting and disputing at 
very Btep, but apply thyself more simply to thy 
duty. Lamely, m it may be, halt on, and believe 
that He IB gracious and piticB thee, and lay the 
care of bringing thee through upon Him. Lie not 
comphtining and ai^niing^ but "arise therefore 
and be doing, and the Lord be with thee,^^ 1 
CliTon. x:xii. 16. I am persuaded that many a 
eoul that hath some truth of grace, f^tlis much be- 
hind in the progress by this habit of entHtaa 
questioninga. Men can scarcely be brought to 
canmine and suspect their own condition, being 
dcmaLly secure, and sati.-ilied that all i^ well ; but 
when once tbey awaken and set to this, they aro | 
Teady to entangle themselves in it, and neglect 
^leir way by pcwing npon their condition. They 
will not set cheerfully to anything^ because they 
want assurances and height of joy ; and this course 
A^ take is the way to want it stilL Walkitig 
btmibly and sincerely, and offering at thy duty, 
au<l wjiiting on the Loid, is certainly the l>etter 
Yf and nearer that very purpose of thine ; for 
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''He meeteth him that rejoiceth and worketh 
righteousness, those that remember Him in His 
ways," Isa. Ixiv. 6. 

His gracious design is to make much room for 
grace by much hxmibling ; and thus the time is not 
lost, as we are apt to imagine, but trials further 
the end, though we think the contrary. It is 
necessary time and pains that are given to un- 
ballasting a ship, the casting out of the earth and 
sand, when it is to be laden with spices ; we must 
be emptied more, if we would have more of that 
fulness and riches which we are longing for. So 
long as we fume and chafe against His way, we 
are not in a posture for a favourable answer to our 
prayers. The language of humble submission is, 
" Lord, I refer to thy will the thing, the measure, 
the time, and all f were we moulded to this com- 
jwsure, then were mercy near. When He hath 
broken our will, and tamed our stoutness, then 
He relents and pities us. '< Because they called 
thee an outcast, thus saith the Lord, behold I 
will bring again the captivity of Jacob's tents, and 
have mercy on his dwelling-places. I will cause 
him to draw near, and he shall approach imto 
me : for who is this that engaged his heart to 
approach unto me, saith the Lord 1 And ye shall 
be my people, and I wiU be your God," Jer. xxx. 




Ijt presentiiig the readers of the AnrntalMon/Uof 
with tt brief memorkl of Es'rHEE SEfiDOHM, it id 
not intended to go iriUi much detail ; but & few 
partLdilan nmy not be out of pLicc in a little 
penodlcal in which, for many ytjai-s, ahe took so 
lively an interest 

She was the daughter of Joahtia and Eiizal>eth 

Wheeler, both valuable ministers in the Socii?ty 

of Frieuda, and waa bom at HiUJiin, oti the 2bih 

the Third Montli, 17»e. Her fiither died 

before she wjw five yetir^ old ; but the religiom 

. tJaining and Loilu«noeof hiir belQVe<l mother were 

«; 2 




A greal blessing to lier. Under Ber pioui an4 
jndicdoCB carej her attention was earlj^ turned to 
tlie work of the Holy Spirit in her own heart, 
and ficoan a child she was diligently taiaght tfl 
know the Scriptures. With her two yoimgei 
■iflten the enjoyed the benetlt of a guarded home 
62acatioii| by meonB of goYemes^eei, and the help 
of tntora not residing in the house ; and mimj 
yean afterwards she recordi her feelings of 
thankftdness in having had tho edditional ad- 
vantage of the influence of upright and piona 
domestic servonte iu her mother's family | ami 
iowardl^ Btich ahe continued to cherish a lively 
duistirin iiiteredtj long after eho had hG;i^eH 
become the mistress of a hotuiehold. 

Among the favourable influences which were 
brought to bear upon her youthful character, none 
were more animating in the right direction than 
an interesting group of intimate associates about 
her own age, among her relatives and friends at 
home and at a distance, not less remarkable for 
their intellectual superiority and the refinement 
of their tastes and pursuits, than for the decidedly 
religious tone of their feelings — their simple faith 
in Christ, their himible piety towards God, and 
their earnest desire to yield to the sanctifying in- 
fluences, and to keep under the government and 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

" The company of my excellent cousins, Esther 



Maria Tuke," plie write**, in 1817,^' i aftve 
conRidered a privilege. Tlieir niinda nre of n 
Buperior mouldy and they Lave }>een iDHlriR'ted 

tin the school of affliction.'^ The interchange of 
visits iiith her joiing rulativeft iii the north — 
\Yith the Middletone* of WelHnghorough — and 
others nearer home ; ** their eaily morning read- 
ing&, and the delightful evening ramblee, with 
the pleasaat home spent in the improving aociety 
of thoee of larger religious exj^ieriencethan them- 
selves/' and the epistolary intercourse which 
Bprtmg out of this personal companionship, or 
mm connected with it, were iimong the brightest 
leoollectionR of her youthful day?*, iind spoken of 
LWith thatikf Illness, even during the lust weeks oi 
kber life. Tliere wasj indeed^ a beantil'ul recipro- 
|city of kindly Christian inflnences, which per- 
^Yaded tills little circle of young disciples, the 
, yalue and interest of which it would be difficult 
Lto over-estimate. Whikt cordially appreciating 
^Ihii, her own hejirt was early and decidedly given 
> seek the Lord and his blessing, A diary, 
enoed when she was not quite thirteen, 
ives satisfactory evidence that, even at a very 
y agr., the life which is hid with Christ in 
WAS ftlreatly quickened iu her soul, and that 
AS year was added to year, it became increasingly 
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her eaniest desire to press towards tbe mark for 
tJie prize of her high calling. Great watclxfuhiesa 
and circumspection, frequent Bell-exaininatioii, 
earnest prayer for ** an interest in the heart- 
Bupi>orting favour and love of a Saviour— a 
Keileemer,'^ and " more steadiastiiess in the path 
of duty/' with a stron^? deaire duly to aptjreciate 
and to profit by idl the religious advazitii^ 
bestowed upon her, are strikingly chaiacteiiutic 
of lier early memoranda. 

A little incideut, alluded to by one of her most 
iBtunate friends of earlier and of later daya, affo(rds 
an interesting glimpse into a yoimg heart accus- 
tomed to deal lioiit^Htly with itself, and no stranger 
to that cc>n11ict which givea truth the victory. 
" The occBsion," remarks her Mend, " ig vividly 
remcmbei'ed. We liad het;n — prohahly not in 
the moBt anikihle mood — arguing eome point, 
and &ef karat ed without yielding on either side. 
The next mondiig a little i>enciL note, with a 
heautifnl acknowledgment of her fault in con- 
tinuing to argue after she became convinced that 
she wa« in the wrong, was laid in my way, ending 
with aflectionate expres^ione oi' regret if she had 
aeemed to he unliind, and a touching confession 
of unsubdued nature. We were <|uite girls then.'* 
£68e qiiam videri was a motto which she chose in 
early lil'e, and had engraven upon her seal ; aifd 
there wu« much in her whole sub6et£ucnt course 
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that comported with it. *'0 that, wilhont wish- 
ing to appear what we are not/' she exctahnfl, in 
one of her memoTanda of early date, ** we could 
be humble enough to he wilUng to appear wlial| 
we are." 

Her numeroiiB and well-filled commonplace 
hooks testify to the variety and extent of her 
litemry and &cientific pursuits, according to the 
gtandanl of those davfl, tm well a» to the diligence 
and accuracy of her attention to them, while they 
etrcmgly mark the prepondenmcc given to tbose 
itndies whirh were more ot less directly connected 
with religious truth. When these attidies were 
.Acarcely completeil, and alie was eagerly engaged 
in intellectual purauit^, for which she hml a genuine 
taste, she foresaw her call to the ministry , and 
willingly submitted to the epiritual discipline 
through which Rhe had to pass, to prepare her 
for the sacrifice this involved. Referring to this 
period of her Efe, she reniark» : ** Some of the 
conflicts of my earlier days have been brought to 
my mind. The time is frenh in my memoiy when 
I felt myself, more than ever I had done before, 
an undone creature ; when, by the work of the 
Holy Spirit in my heart, my conviction of a sinfid 
itate waB so jioignant that I felt myself utterly 
wretched without a sense of the pardoning mercy 
if God in Christ For thia I eamej*tly prayed^ 
and the God of all grace and mercy waa pleaded 
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to grant it me. Thia was not more than a year 
or tvvo beioi-e my love to tlie Saviour was publicly 
put to the teist," *^To be time Christians and 
tme Quakers, we muat * have faith in God/— faitli 
in liis beloved Son, our only Saviour — faith in the 
leadings and sanctifying influences of tke Holy 
Spirit ; a faith which bring;-^ us under tlie power 
of the Gospd — the power of the trath. I believe 
Quakerism to be ChriBtianity received into the 
heart, and Hiifl'ered bo to operate there as to purify 
the springa of action, and thus to influence ail the 
conduct of the life.'* 

Her views of Christian truth had gradually 
become confirmed, and her religions experience 
enlarged ; antl while lier womanly feelings made 
her shrink froui astjuming a more prominent po^- 
tioUj strong convictions of duty and a humbling 
afense of a confirmed Divine requiring, overcame 
every obstacle, and she first spoke aa a minister 
of the Gospel in her twenty-fifth year. It was no 
hasty or impubive step, but one that it had cost 
her much to be made willing to take. Though 
the minifitry is doubtlesa peculiarly appropriate to 
meji, and, by Cliriatians generally, restrict e<l to 
thera,* she did not feel herself excused by con- 
siderations of her sex, and the sphere of uBefulnesa 

• A limitation aurclj not Jcsb ttrtitrary fl^nd opposed to 
Bcriptore and the practlcu of the piimitive Cbriatiana, than the 
prevailing- ffn£ man hjrittiin. 
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ly deem&tl most adapted to it, from being 
simply obedient to the call of her Lonl in the* 
exercise of a spiritual gift^ which, a? she could 
not but humbly belie ve^ He had biiuBclf bestowed. 
** Not being able»^' she feayi?j in recording some of 
her first ofterings, ^* to resist the clear discovery 
of duty, I began to know more and more of that 
sweet peace and that holy cabn, which are some- 
thing like an evidence of the protection and kind* 
neas of that Shepher*! who, amid the tnrBioils of 
this world, leadeth his tlock into green pastures 4 
Land oonducteth them beside the still waters," 
f Nor would those who marked her course in after 
life be ready to say that her thiis enli^^tin^ herself 
in the eervice of Ohriat had tended to withdraw 
her horn those duties, or in the slightest degree 
to mar the delicacy and beauty of thoee endow- 
nentfl which, sanctifietl by religion, arc among 
^llie loveliest oniaments of the female character, i 
•^Cliristian u^efulnesg, on tlie contrary, becam^^^ 
! enlarged in every sphere of life, and neither 
i rtrength nor the sweetneafl of her cljaracler 
\ impaireti by this pmnsry dedication of her 
life to the service of her God in the 
his dear iSon. 
Early in 182G her Wloved mother was removed 
' death. To thi« event she alludes, on coming 
ome with her aiflterw from a visit in the north. 
' In the Eighth Month wo returned from the I 
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of kindred Bociety in Yorkshire to our own desolate 
habitation. Desolate it must feel, thougli sux- 
rounded by many relative imd other comforts. 
They who, under similar circumstances, hmt 
come to the shell and found the kernel gone, 
know the feeling, Bnt it is good for us to fecL 
May wo turn more entirely unto Hini who healeth 
the broken in heiirt and bindeth np their wonnda.** 

The duty and priviletge of prayer, and the 
importance of doing all that in ns Uea to encourage 
the practice, especially ia the young, and even in 
children, were deeply felt by her, whilst slie had 
a quick sense of the danger of formality and 
insincerity m the exercise. One of her memoranda , 
on this subject concludes with the following) 
remarks: ** Prayer k the life of the Christian j 
but words repeated in a customary and irreverent 
manner constitute neither profitable nor acceptable 
piuyer ; while a wiah^ a sigh, a desire, a petition, 
imder right influence, may come before the Throne 
as incense, and ascend to Heaven m an accept- 
able sacrifice,"— Fifth Month, 1828. 

The early maturity of her Christian chamcter— | 
her bright ea[ample of humility and devotednesa— 
gave her an interesting and influential position 

aong the Friends of the neighbourhood La which 
fclie hved, and wherever she was known, i 

In 1631 she was married to Benj amin Seehohin, 
and removed to Bradford, Ab a member of the 



ly Meeting of Briglioufle, ana lSe~ 

I Qaiirterly Meeting of York, her spliert; of UHet'iil- 

I Beas was not cinnuuscribeil. During ii residence 

I of thirty years in tlie north, amid the varied 

I exptiriences of life, as a wife, a mother, the mistress 

, lamily, and a member of civil and religious 

ety, she fitt?iulily lie Id on her Christian course, 

' realising the preciousness and the sufficiency of 

Chnst in the discharge of all her duties luid tlie 

gapply of all her siiiritmil need. Humbly resting 

upon Him as the Kock of her Salvation, slie waa 

enabled, in a remarkable manner, to illuatmt*;, by 

her owm example, one of the ftelectiona of her 

[ youthful days :— 

** True di^ty is his, wtune tnnqull mind 
Ytrtoe hu railed aboTis the thlogfl below; 
Who— every hope and fear to lleaveu Tealgued— 
Shrinkft noti tbuugh ftd?«ne winds taaj keenJj blow." 

Not kft in ignorance, before ahe gave away ker 
[band and heart, of what the hitum mi^jkt develop, 
[ she was a true helpmeet to lier husbaad to tlie 
[ end of her days ; and during the many sefiamtioua 
I allotted for the Gospel's sake^ some times fur long 
Iftnd for fftT, many were the loving words of cheer 
Iwhicb Howe* I to him from a heart that keenly fult 
Jits own temporary isolation, but loved the Ke- 
IdeenaVs cause above all, and willingly 
liucrifices fur it. 

Tliough not often called from home herself, 
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tlie service of the Gospel, slie waa several 1 
engaged^ in company with her Imsband or other 
fellow-labourers from tLis country and America, 
in religious visits to Friendaj liotli in Englajid and 
Ireland ; and on these occasion.^, as well as on M 
others, seals to licr ministry were not wanting. I 
Among the friends of her own Monthly imd 
Quarterly Meetings, and especially in their meet- 
ings for discipline on the women-s side, her 
Christian labours wei^ often of a striking chA- 
ractcr, accompanied with an miction that bespoke 
their source. They were cordiaUy appreciated 
by her friends^ though, with characteristic self- 
depreciation, little thought of by herself. 

She was etrong and miwavering in her attach-^ 
menttoher relatives and fiionds — unostentatiously j 

ad and hyinpathising ; and she was much h& 
oved and esteemed by them. Her persona 
inteTcouTBe wdth the poor, the afflicted, and the 
ening, gave evidence that it was the lore of 
Christ which constrained her to act the part of 
the good Samaritan in administering both to their 
temporal and spiritual need, — not unfret^uently 
as the willing almoner of others, who, from their 
J lai]ger means, had ple^isure in entrusting her with- 
in part of their own re4?ponBible stewanlahip^B 
[ especially in times of general and peculiar distTesa 
[among the labouring classes. But space does 
not allow of going into more paiticnlara, or 



f 



Belecting firom Uie rich stare of her memoram 
letters durijig this period of lier life. It is eiiougH 
to say of tlie latter tbat tltey are in keeping with 
her character. They iiafold a Christian mind of 
much beauty and strenj^^h. Tliey dtjuet her, 
nevertheless, as deeply senaihle of her own in- 
fii'mitie*, ready to deplore and liunihly to confess 
her shortcomings — her ojoissjona and coinniis- 
Biona — yet reverently thankful in knowing her 
** Advocate vnih the Father," and, theix^forei^^™ 
instant in prayer, piitient in trihidation, ]>re;^iag^^| 
forward in the path of cluty, whilst enahleti to 
•* joy in God, thiough uiir Lord Jetius Christ, hy 
whom we have now received tlie atonement." 

Toward the end of lytil, the family removed to 
Lutua, in Bwlfonlshire, and she again bamuie a 
member of the Quarterly Meeting in the limits 
of which she was bum. Amongat the friends of 
her youth she received a cordial welcome, and 
soon resumeil a sphere of ChrL'^tian ii^^ fulness ; 
while fihe greatly enjoyed being neat her children 
and grwulLhildren in the aouth. The Imppy 
murmig^ not long after, of her only daughter^ 
attached to ber by more than fihal affection* was 
iin event of the deepest inten^st, and the trial of 
parting ^-ith one »o tenderly Ije loved waa greatly 
relieved by the penjiiasion that the connection 
was "in the LonL" But when, alter the birth 
qf a lovely granddaughter, the precioua youn^ 




mother was uuexpectctdly called to her " Hea- 
venly HoDie/' her own already delicate frame 
received & shock which serioualjr affected her 
health, though she waa enahled to bear the 
affliction with her wonted Christian resignation, 
and chei*rM acqme&cetice m the will of God. 

Por some montht^ J?he eoivtinued lier usual 
habits at home, and said httle with refereiic* 
to her own increasing weakness. But it wu 
evident how much she waa dwelling on the past, 
and how deeply she was feeling its sorrows. The 
following remarks were found in her pocket-hook : 

" * I, even I, am lie that conifortetli you/ is a 
v^eet word to fall back ujion, when the heart is 
lick ; and, under the eidiveninginllueuce of Hea- 
venly love, to realise its truth — what a privilege!'' 

** Conscious of dweUJng too nmch upon the past, 
and with the spirit of the beloved de])arted one, — 
and too little with the Saviour, ^vith whom there 
is healing of wounds," 

Towards the end of Fifth Month she was taken 
to Polkatone, in the hope that change of air might 
do something to revive her health ; but, during 
the Tow weeks spent at tlie seu-iiitle, her strength 
mpidly g!ive way» Thus, after a portion of 
Scriptnre had been re^d the tirst SLdjbath even- 
ing spent at Folkatone, feeling too weak to kneel, i 
sJie offered an earnest and striking prayer from 1 
her seat, remembering all who might be engaged I 



in Divine worship, wherever they might be, 
and adding that the pmyer of the contrite heiirt 
WDiild be heard, T*ithout regartl to the attitude 
of the woridiipper. 

The following short memoranda were written 
during her sUy at Folkatone : — 

Seventh Month 3rd, — "Came to FolkBtoue 
alKiiit a month ago, in a depressed state of 
health — a point to which 1 had been long 
tending. Watched over and cherished by my 
bekiTed aidter, and daughter I^I. A, ; afterwards 
Vy dear M. R and my olil friend S. T, I have 
felt it to he a time of solemn quiet, — a great 
relief to give up to rest, and to feel that notliing 
is ret^uired of yon ; — go<xi to be reminded of our 
need to live nearer to our God and Saviour— to 
be leas engrowed with eaitlily cares— that the 
Heavenly mind may dwell in us more richly. 
What a word wa« that of the dear Saviour : 
* Abicie in mo, and I in you ! '" 

** Lonlj if thou 8o variously art <lealing with us, 
yet deal mth la as MltlreUy and be pleased to 
humble our hearts — to quiet our apirits— to guide 
UA Bafely— and to renew and Htreiiglheu our laith 
in Thee, our merciful Father, and in Thy dear 
Son, our Saviimr ! " 

She renuLrked, while at FolL^tone, that she 

waa anxiouik to do all she could to restore her 

lor her dear husband's sake, thai ehe 
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ti ttxcfor liim m littk longer : \mt it was ^vi* 
tlist ilie wiK lo^ag tatbcfT thiut gamiii^ 
■ad after staji^g tliere about g|x we^b^ 
iEe let^zml liome to L^on, A few days after 
she went om to Hilchia, and for about & foitnigtit 
iFm able to come down staiia, And occasioDAlly to 
«ijoT a fide. But it was aot long before she M 
to ^Tc tip rni^ thing afto- another, tmd for the 
kst tlif«e momtha she was almost entirely coa- 
fined to her bed. 

There wa§ no gloominea* about the sick moil 
Evin when she seemed to bavt given op all 
UioQii^ht of teccnrery, she retained her natural 
lireline-^Bj and sometimes eren playfuJiiess ol 
nmnner. Hef Ulness did nc»t saem to change 
the tone of her cunTeisationt or to prevent her 
taking her wonted interest in what was passing 
unjund her. She seemed to enjoy having hei 
little grandchildren bronght to her bedside, say* 
ing that, so far from disturbing, their little voice* 
were lite mus^ic to her. 

She frequently asked for portions of Scriptui* 
to be read, hut could not bear much continuoni 
reading. Eoundell Palmer's Hjnin-book was a 
favourite companion ; and she more than once 
Tiinarkeil what a store of Goejiel truth was con* 
tained in the collection, and how the hyraa«T 
thffiirjh written by Christiana of various viewj^ 
eeemed to breathe the same spirit. Even when 





on decidedly seiioud subjects she did 
liol lose her natuial maimer, and throughout her 
jlbic^As there was a marked ahoence of ererrything 
ely emotional ; there wa« no exnberance in 
or expression ; her mind seemed to 1^ 
fclietly resting on Christ her Saviour, nor did 
Uierc appear to be any moment of doubt or con- 
flict. On one ocoLsion she remarked that, ** she 
had neither pain of body nor conflict of mind." 
And on another^ in allusion to the remaiic of & 
deceased relative on "the weakness and weariness 
»nd waverings of nature," she said : " 1 have lelt 
much of the weakmss and the wmrine^y but 1 
cannot speak of the waveringt^^—so mercifully 
liaTe I been deidt \iith !" On being asked one 
ening whether she felt that all was well,— 
she replied^ " unless what one has been 
gjht &om childhood is a fallacy." 
I8he sometimes asked for her pencil and yrrot^ 
1 little niei*saf:jw for her friends. In reply to 
ncjMuige from «i friend at Briiitol, she wrote : 
It vrtiH \ery grateful to Ixi ossiiretl of their sj'ni- 
hy, and to be remindeil of the sulferings and 
sympathy of the dear Saviour, in whom we are 
akful to lmd» in the hour of neeii, just the 
llTiour we want." At another time she asked 
' her pencil and wrote : 

^ Sevi'iith and Eighth Months. — A time of great 
\ and weariness^ A time for much quiet 
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reflection and pmyerMiie«a for myatflf, and 
beloved ones. Wliat win a poor, imworthy mortal 
add to til ft r^niembraiiGe of the Lortrs goodiiesal 
Hmiibled iu the dnat at tke sigkt of shortcominga, 
a little faith arises that He who visited in early 
life, made senBihlc of the quickening intiuenc^s 
of Hifei Spirit — revealed Hia deax Son as the onlj* 
Saviour — in my sore triak \\m been my help — will 
not forsake me now* It is all of mercy. The 
only rest to the soul is ou the love and mercy of 
God in Christ," 

Early one nioming she remark etl, " It feels as 
though the Shephei^l were watching over us,'^ 
And on another occasion she wrote : *^ After horn? 
of much wearinees, I long to record the saataining 
influence of the Divine presence. My soul seemed 
to feed on dirist, my Beloved, and His name to 
me was very precious. The bringing of tlie pooi> 
eat soul to feel its 7ieed of Him, »eemed an event 
of no amall importance ; and the encouragement 
of any linmble believer to hold fast to the cross of 
Christ, no small service. In your various depart- 
ments of work for the Lord, hold up — hold on ! I 
never did realise more fnlly the Comforterj- — the 
Holy Spirit — btinging to my poor memory the 
precious words of the tmth of the GospeL The 
words of the dear Saviour' a own mother — the 
refreshing hymn, *My soul doth magnify the 
Lord/ has been much with me." 
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Wlieu at one time slie s]>oke with much fwlin*; 

[ ©f her weak ru^ss and many inlinnities of flesh and 

I of spirit, and her entire nnworthinesB, the sense 

[■and the iicktiowlBlgnient of thit* did not iipix^ar tt> 

be atteridetl witli diacouragement, hut, whilst 

l-deeply hunibUng, it led her the more thankfully 

J 14.1 aj^preciate the pri\4hjges of the true behever 

l^md sincere follower of the Lord .Tesu.H, a.s eom- 

^lete only in Hhn, who ^* Ly one offering hi 

perfected for ever them that are simctiiied :" to 

I which piissage she brightly alluded, as the con- 
iBluditig one in a hiogniidiical sketch of "lier own 
dear mother," in *' Piety Promoted," 
On receiving a message of love from her 
inendfi of the Preparative Meeting of Bra^lfonl 
elie dictated the following: ** E. S. fetd^ mui-h 
indebted I to her dear Bradfonl friends for their 
(lind and hiving mcs?age. She feek a lively 
jititerest in their public and private concerns, 
mnd craves a blessing on all^ especially on their 
'efforts to bring others to taste the love and mercy 
of the Sftviour, so freely offered in the Gospel ; 
^^ and, wheth<:r as iudiviiluois, we are called to da 
^hor to tJiffeTf may help be gmntcHi fiom above, and 
^Bthe Lord'B will be done/* 

^P Her illne«8 wa8 marked by repcMitod flnctiiatiotiti, 

~ and fiho M'veiiil times took an uffectionat*? leave of 

all around her — wishing her love to be given to 

all her £riend8, at Luton, York, Hit^hin, luid 
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where ; and expreaaing ter gratitude to all wlio 
had atteiiilt (I upon lier, ou in variotia ways con- 
tributetl to lier comfort. And the last tiiue litir 
children were all around her, she said : ** If you 
live neiir to the deal* Saviour, I trust we sliall 
all meet again— as dear Julia said— * not one 
nmsing.' '* 

During the last few da^^s alie was often^ for 
many hours to^'ether, m heavy sleep. It was 
only now and then that she was f Lilly conscioua. 
Dining one of these intervals, on the 25th of 
Tenth JVIontli, she remarl^ed, " It may not he long 
now ] — and when the en<l coraee, all will be welL'* 
It was remarked : "Patiently waiting ;" to which 
she quickly added i ** And quietly hoping." — 
"Eveij possible comfort. — He ha3 dealt veiy 
luercifuOy with me — very, very, very ; with me, 
a poor creature." To a dear friend she said, in 
almost the last interval of clear consciouanesg, 
" Notliing am exceed the quietness of my mind" 

A few hours before she fell into the deep sleep 
from which she never wholly rallied, she ex- 
pressed her thankfulness for the great favour of 
being penuitted to feel so quiet and comfortable 
— resting upon the aU-sufticiency of the Sa\^onr^i5 
love and power. She requested that the conclnd- 
iiig verses of Jude might be repeated ; " Now 

Lunto Him that ia able to keep you from falling, 
and to present you faultless before the presence of 
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"is glory, with exceeding joy — to the only wise 
iGod OUT Saviour J "be gloiy and majeaty, dominion 

d power, Tiotli now and for ever ! " And added 
after^'^ards with much emphasis ; ** To Him be 
glory, for ever and ever ! " 

She had repeatedly expressed her liope that 

.e might he spared any conflict at last : and her 
wish was riiinarkahly reiiliised. The deep sleep 
continued to the end^ with hut few momenta of 
consciousness, and early in t!ie inoniing of the 
28th of Tenth Month, 1864, i*he gently ceased to 
breatlie* 

This little sketch of the life and closing hours 
of E. S. cannot, perhaps, he better concluded than 
"by quoting tbe following lines penned by berself 
"With reference to her parent*, and anceiStors on 
hoth her father's and mothers side, whose lives 
had been earnestly devoted to the service of their 
Lord. 

'• Wt? know Emmaimert iiAine ! 
Our heartt have lov&d it lon^ ', 
Our djinp iirct b««iueathacl Hia fame 
To be tboir children'* Boiig. 
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might caWB fof hm a little longer ; nttt It was en- 
dent thfipt ahe was loabig mther tban gambig 
ground j and after ataying there about six weeks, 
fihe retitmed home to Lnton. A few days after 
fihe went on to Hitching and for about a fortnight 
wuB able to come down stairs, and occasionally to 
enjoy a H<ie. But it Was not long before she ha«l 
to give ^p one tiling after another^ and for the 
laat three months ahe was almnst entirely con* 
fined to her bed 

There was no gloomiacsB about the sick room. 
Even wlien she seemed to have given up all 
thought of recovery, she retained her natm^ 
liveline.^, and sometimes even playfulness of 
manner. Her illneflB did not a&em. to change 
the tone of her conversation, or txy prevent hei 
taking her wontecl interest in what was passing 
Ci round her. She seemed to enjoy having her 
little grandcliildren brought to litT bedside, say- 
ing that, su far Imm distiu-bing, their little voioea 
wt re like music to her. 

She frequently a.^ked for portions of 8eriptm^ 
to be read, but could not bear much continuous 
reading. Roundell Palmer's Hymn-book was a 
favourite companion ; and she more than once 
remarked what a store of Gospel truth was con- 
tained in the collection, and how the hynms, 
tliough written by Christians of various views, 
seemed to breathe the same spirit. Even when 
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